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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
Description 
 
The proposed degree program is a Master of Arts in Religious Studies, intended for students who 
want to continue the academic study of religion at the graduate level.  Students will pursue the 
degree (a) to prepare for graduate work at the Ph.D. level; (b) to prepare for teaching at 
community colleges or for adjunct teaching at colleges or universities; (c) to prepare for 
professional work in non-academic positions; or (d) to enjoy continuing their liberal arts 
education at the graduate level. 
 
 
Justification 
 
The M.A. in Religious Studies has been identified in UNC Charlotte’s 2000-05 and 2002-07 
Academic Plans among the priority programs for development.  The proposed program would 
add an important dimension to the University’s graduate-level humanities offerings, enhance the 
commitment to liberal education, and support greater international understanding.  The program 
will meet a significant societal need for liberally educated citizens who can elevate the level of 
knowledge, discussion, and debate.  The program will enhance campus diversity, as African 
Americans have constituted more than 40 percent of the students in recent undergraduate 
Religious Studies concluding seminars.   
 
The program anticipates cross-listing courses with those in the Master of Arts programs in 
Liberal Studies, English, History, and Sociology.   
 
The number of undergraduate religious studies majors at UNC Charlotte has doubled within the 
last ten years.  A limited survey of possible M.A. students found that over 70 individuals are 
strongly interested in the program.  The University anticipates enrolling 10 students to the 
program at implementation, including eight part-time students.  Within four years, those numbers 
should grow to 38 total students, including 30 part-time students.  The evidence strongly 
suggests that this will not be a low-productivity program. 
 
There are no similar religious studies programs in North Carolina.  Other Master of Arts in 
Religious Studies programs are either a component of a Ph.D. program or maintain a more 
theological orientation, rather than an academic study of religion. 
 
 
Program Requirements 
 
The M.A. in Religious Studies will require 30 semester hours.  Students will be required to take a 
foundation course and written comprehensive exams.  Students must maintain a 3.0 GPA, 
accumulate no more than two grades of C, and receive no grades of U.  Students choosing the 
thesis option will enroll for six semester hours and present an oral defense.  Students not 
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choosing the thesis option will present a portfolio of four research papers upon which they will 
present a defense. 
 
The Department of Religious Studies currently offers graduate-level courses that will meet 
requirements within the M.A.  An additional ten new courses will be offered. 
 
 
Faculty 
 
This program will require no additional faculty positions, and will actually strengthen the 
undergraduate Religious Studies major by serving as a magnet for students who will eventually 
pursue the M.A.   
 
 
Library and Facilities 
 
The library holdings in religious studies are adequate, with particularly strong holdings in 
Judaica and Mahayana Buddhism.  Facilities are adequate and the department will increase its 
office space as new buildings funded from the November 2000 referendum are constructed.   
 
 
Administration 
 
The program will be housed administratively in the Department of Religious Studies.  The 
Chairperson of the Department of Religious Studies reports to the Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences.  
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I.  DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAM 
 

A. Describe the proposed degree program (i.e., its nature, scope, and intended 
audience). 

 
The proposed degree program is a Master of Arts in Religious Studies. Thirty years 
ago there were M.A. programs only at seminaries and private institutions of higher 
learning such as Harvard, Yale, Chicago, and Duke. Today, as a result of two 
decisions of the Supreme Court, Abington v. Schempp and Murray v. Curlett (both 
1963), allowing the teaching of religion as an academic subject, there is a large and 
growing number of graduate programs in religious studies in state institutions in the 
United States.  The academic study of religion is now recognized as an important 
component of a comprehensive liberal arts education. 
 
This program is intended for students who want to continue the academic study of 
religion at the graduate level.  Students will pursue the M.A. in Religious Studies for 
one of the following reasons:  to prepare for graduate work at the Ph.D. level, to 
prepare for teaching at community colleges or for adjunct teaching at colleges or 
universities, to prepare for professional work in non-academic positions, or to enjoy 
the rewards of continuing their liberal arts education at the graduate level. 

  

B. List the education objectives of the program. 
 

The program at UNC Charlotte would be a standard master’s program in the academic 
study of religion with the following educational objectives: 
 
1. Teach students how to do graduate-level research in the field of religious 

studies. 

2.  Prepare students to enter Ph.D. programs in religious studies or allied fields in 
other institutions. 

3.  Provide learning enrichment in the field of religious studies for those who 
seek it without the desire to pursue a Ph.D. degree. 

4.  Provide knowledge useful in vocational fields such as social work and 
counseling; technical and creative writing, i.e., broadcast and print journalism; 
law; religious education programs; international business; foreign service; etc. 

5.  Provide courses that could be utilized in other M.A. programs and 
concentrations at UNC Charlotte; for example, English, history, sociology, 
liberal studies, philosophy, psychology, and gerontology. 
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C. Describe the relationship of the program to other programs currently offered at the 
proposing institution, including the common use of:  (1) courses, (2) faculty, (3) 
facilities, and (4) other resources.  
The following addresses the common use of (1) courses, and (2) faculty.  We do not 
anticipate the use of any common facilities or other resources. 

Currently there is a “Religious Ideas in Physical Form” core in the Liberal Studies 
Masters Program.  Four faculty members in Religious Studies have offered courses in this 
core curriculum.  If an M.A. in Religious Studies is approved, the department will have to 
eliminate participation in this core.  However, we will continue to teach individual 
courses in Liberal Studies (LBST), and will be willing to cross-list RELS graduate 
courses with LBST. 

The Department of Philosophy is currently planning a certificate in applied ethics.  We 
anticipate that some of our M.A. students will be interested in taking courses in this 
program, especially in the areas of historical and theoretical ethics.  We would welcome 
their students taking our courses that deal with the ethical traditions of the various 
religions. 

We will allow our graduate students to take up to six credit hours in related courses 
outside the department, with the approval of the coordinator of graduate studies.  We 
have already had faculty members from other departments, such as English, History, 
Philosophy, and Sociology and Anthropology, either teaching for Religious Studies or 
cross-listing their undergraduate courses.  We expect similar results with these and other 
departments having graduate level courses.  

 
 

II. JUSTIFICATION FOR THE PROGRAM 
 

A. Describe the proposed program as it relates to: 
 

1. The institutional mission and strategic plan   
 

This program would make a direct contribution to the institutional mission of UNC 
Charlotte in the areas of liberal arts education, international education, and the 
institution’s metropolitan-oriented programs. 

The development of the full range of the liberal arts is of major importance to UNC 
Charlotte’s mission, and religious studies is an important part of a liberal education. It 
has been documented that religion, although extremely important to the history, 
culture, and politics of the United States, is rarely or poorly treated in the textbooks 
and classrooms of public education. An M.A. program in religious studies would help 
to correct this neglect. 

UNC Charlotte has from its inception given special attention to international 
education.  The Department of Religious Studies has always had a deep commitment 
to international studies and multi-culturalism in education, with faculty who 
specialize in the regions of East Asia, South Asia, Middle East, Africa, Europe, and 
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the Islamic world. We also offer comparative courses, presenting a broad 
understanding of diverse cultures that goes beyond the religious dimension.  An M.A. 
program would allow us to extend this commitment to cross-cultural dialogue and to 
participate more actively in existing and projected programs on campus such as 
graduate liberal studies, international studies, and in post-baccalaureate work in 
women’s studies and African and Afro-American studies. 

Both the 2000-2005 and the 2002-2007 UNC Charlotte Academic Plans give priority 
status to planning an M.A. in Religious Studies. 
 

2. Student demand 
 
The number of our undergraduate majors has risen, doubling in the past ten years.  
We have 67 this semester.  This suggests an increasing interest in religious studies 
that we believe will carry over into graduate education. 

We completed a minimal survey of potential M.A. students, having contacted our 
former undergraduate majors, a selected number of supporters and attendees of the 
Witherspoon Lectures in Religious Studies, and the social studies coordinators in the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg School System.  We received over 70 replies expressing 
strong interest in an M.A. in Religious Studies, a number exceeding our own 
expectations.  

 
3. Societal need  

Some will seek the M.A. degree on their way to a Ph.D. so that they can teach in a 
college or university.  Others will pursue the M.A. to qualify themselves to teach in a 
community college. Besides those who desire the M.A. in Religious Studies for 
professional reasons, we think there is a need for graduate study in religion to provide 
additional qualifications beyond the purely technical ones sought in many 
occupational fields.  Religious studies should be an attractive avenue to acquire such 
qualifications.  Still others will seek the M.A. for personal reasons so as to enrich 
their lives and foster the life of the mind. 

Charlotte is located in a geographical area with strong historical ties to religion, 
providing an inherent interest and engagement in religious issues.  We would argue 
that an M.A. would help to lift the level of knowledge, discussion and debate, 
producing citizens who are more liberally educated, open and tolerant of the many 
new expressions of religious belief which have increasingly enriched the culture of 
the region in recent years. 

Some years ago, the Department of Religious Studies made a commitment to attract 
minorities to our undergraduate program.  The effort has been successful.  From a 
department which ten years ago had one or two minorities among our graduates, we 
now have a substantial percentage.  For example, over 40 percent of the students in 
the concluding seminar (RELS 4600) the past two years have been African-American.  
The pattern will continue, since the percentage of African-Americans in our 
introductory course (RELS 2600) over the same time period has been equally high.  
We believe that we can do the same in an M.A. program, helping to educate future 



Request to Establish Master of Arts in Religious Studies 
UNC Charlotte  
 

8 

leaders in minority communities, whether they end up in an “official” capacity as 
community leaders or in more informal ways as concerned and knowledgeable 
citizens.  
 

4. Impact on existing undergraduate and/or graduate academic programs of your 
institution. (e.g., Will the proposed program strengthen other programs?  Will it 
stretch existing resources?  How many of your programs at this level currently 
fail to meet Board of Governors’ productivity criteria?  Is there a danger of 
proliferation of low-productivity degree programs at the institution?) 
 
An M.A. in Religious Studies would complement the following other programs 
already in place at UNC Charlotte: the M.A. programs in History, English, Liberal 
Studies, Gerontology, Sociology, Psychology, graduate work in the College of 
Education, and the International Studies Program.  Although complementing such 
existing programs, a religious studies M.A. would be quite distinct.  The Department 
has had notable success in increasing the number of its undergraduate majors 
(currently 67) and believes that it is in no danger of becoming a low-productivity 
program. 

 
B. Discuss potential program duplication and program competitiveness 
 

1. Identify similar programs offered elsewhere in North Carolina.  Indicate the 
location and distance from the proposing institution.  Include a) public and b) 
private institutions of higher education. 
 
a) public institutions 

 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.   Distance: 140 miles 
 

b) private institutions 
 
Duke University.   Distance: 145 miles 
Wake Forest University.   Distance: 85 miles 

 
2. Indicate how the proposed new degree program differs from other programs 

like it in the University.  If the program duplicates other UNC programs, explain 
a) why is it necessary or justified and b) why demand (if limited) might not be 
met through a collaborative arrangement (perhaps using distance education).  If 
the program is a first professional or doctoral degree, compare it with other 
similar programs in public and private universities in North Carolina, in the 
region, and in the nation.   

 
The M.A. in Religious Studies would be unique in the UNC System.  The program at 
Chapel Hill does award an M.A., but only to those going on to get their Ph.D.  It is 
not a free-standing master’s degree program.  The Ph.D. at Chapel Hill is a very small 
and selective program, admitting approximately 10 students each year.  We would see 
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our M.A. program as complementary to their program, allowing students to prepare 
for application to it as well as to Ph.D. programs elsewhere.   

 
C. Enrollment (baccalaureate programs should include only upper division majors, 

juniors, and seniors). 

Headcount enrollment 
Show a five-year history of enrollments and degrees awarded in similar programs offered 
at other UNC institutions (using the format below for each institution with a similar 
program); indicate which of these institutions you consulted regarding their experience 
with student demand and (in the case of professional programs) job placement.  Indicate 
how their experiences influenced your enrollment projections.   

 
Institution:  The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Program Title: M.A. in Religious Studies 

 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 

Enrollment n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Degrees-awarded -- -- -- -- -- 

 
UNC Chapel does not admit students for the M.A. program as a terminal degree, so their 
enrollment figures are not relevant for helping us project enrollments in our terminal 
M.A. program.  All of their graduate students are on the track to receive the Ph.D. 

Use the format in the chart below to project your enrollment in the proposed 
program for four years and explain the basis for the projections: 
 

 Year 1 
2002-03 

Year 2 
2003-04 

Year 3 
2004-05 

Year 4 
2005-06 

Full-time 2 5 6 7 

Part-time 8 16 20 25 

TOTALS 10 21 26 32 
 
These projections are based on the number of students the faculty will be able to 
accommodate, the enrollment patterns of similar programs at UNC Charlotte (adjusted to 
the number of full-time faculty in each department), and enrollment patterns at some 
other standalone M.A. programs. 
 
Please indicate the anticipated steady-state headcount enrollment after four years: 

Full-time      8  Part-time    30  Total    38  
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Use the format in the chart below to project the SCH production for four years.  
Explain how projections were derived from enrollment projections (see UNC web 
site for a list of disciplines comprising each of the four categories). 

 
Year 1 (1/2 year) Student Credit Hours 
Program Category UG Master’s Doctoral 
Category I  72  
Category II    
Category III    
Category IV    

 
Year 2 Student Credit Hours 
Program Category UG Master’s Doctoral 
Category I  312  
Category II    
Category III    
Category IV    

 
Year 3 Student Credit Hours 
Program Category UG Master’s Doctoral 
Category I  384  
Category II    
Category III    
Category IV    

 
Year 4 Student Credit Hours 
Program Category UG Master’s Doctoral 
Category I  468  
Category II    
Category III    
Category IV    

 
The assumption is that full-time students will average 24 semester hours per year and 
part-time students will average 12 semester hours per year.  All of the courses are 3 
semester hour courses, so the figures reflect a straight 3 to 1 ratio between semester hours 
and courses. 
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III. Program Requirements and Curriculum 
 

A. Program Planning 
 

1. List the names of institutions with similar offerings regarded as high quality 
programs by the developers of the proposed program. 

 
The following universities offer free-standing M.A. programs in religious studies: 

Arizona State University 
University of Colorado at Boulder 
University of Georgia 
University of Missouri at Columbia 
University of South Carolina  
University of South Florida 

  
The following chart compares the proposed program with four free-standing M.A. 
programs at nationally respected universities. As the chart indicates our proposed 
program falls within the range of requirements for these programs. 

 
 

 Arizona State 
University 

University of  
Missouri 

University 
of  Colorado 

University of  
South Carolina 

UNC 
Charlotte 

Total credits 30 30 30 30 30 
Thesis yes.  6 credits. 

(portfolio option) 
yes.   

6 credits. 
(portfolio 
option) 

yes.  up to 6 
credits. 

yes.  6 credits. 
 

yes.   
6 credits. 
(portfolio 
option) 

Languages relevant language 
(can be waived) 

relevant 
language, with 

reading 
competency in 

French or 
German 

relevant 
language 
(can be 

waived), with 
reading 

competency 
in French, 

German, or 
Spanish 

reading 
knowledge of 
one foreign 
language 

relevant 
language(s) 

normally 
required of 

Ph.D.-bound 
students 

Required 
methods course 

yes (6 hours) yes yes yes (6 hours) yes 

Other required 
courses 

9 hours 9 hours areas 
specified, but 
not specific 

courses 

no no 

Areas of 
concentration 
required 

no yes.  8 
concentrations 
to choose from 

no 12 credits in 
area of 

specialization 

no 

Oral defense yes no no no yes 
Comprehensive 
examination 

no no yes yes yes 

# of faculty 15 10 13 8 12 
# of students 45 new program 30 25 — 
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2. List other institutions visited or consulted in developing this proposal.  Also list 
any consultants’ reports, committee findings, and simulations (cost, enrollment 
shift, induced course load matrix, etc.) generated in planning the proposed 
program. 

 
Two members of the department carefully studied the M.A. program at the University 
of South Carolina, visited the campus to gather further information, and spoke with 
most of the faculty.  We also consulted with local seminaries in the region, especially 
Gardner-Webb and Gordon-Conwell.  Both expressed positive interest in an M.A. in 
Religious Studies at UNC Charlotte.  They foresaw possible interchanges of students, 
especially in the area of language study. 

 
B. Admission.  List the following: 

 
1. Admissions requirements for proposed program (indicate minimum 

requirements and general requirements). 
 

The Department of Religious Studies would follow the minimum admission 
requirements as established by the Graduate School at UNC Charlotte, including a 
transcript of all work attempted after high school, satisfactory scores on the Miller 
Analogies Test or the Graduate Record Examination, three letters of recommendation 
from qualified parties, and a student essay describing the applicant’s reason for 
wanting to pursue an M.A. in Religious Studies. 

 
2. Documents to be submitted for admission (listing or sample).   
 

See previous section. 
 

C. Degree requirements.  List the following: 
 
1. Total hours required:  30 semester hours 
 
2. Proportion of courses open only to graduate students to be required in program 

(graduate programs only).   
 

Students would be required to take at least five of their ten courses at the 6000 level.  
 

3. Grades required. 
 

Students must have a 3.0 GPA in order to graduate.  An accumulation of three C 
grades will result in termination of the student’s enrollment in the graduate program.  
A grade of U earned in any course will result in termination of the student’s 
enrollment in the program. 
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4. Amount of transfer credit accepted.   
 

Normally no more than six semester hours of transfer credit will be accepted. 
 

5. Other requirements (e.g. residence, comprehensive exams, thesis, dissertation, 
clinical or field experience, second major, etc.) 

 
All students will be required to take a foundation course, RELS 6101 Approaches to 
the Study of Religion. They may, but will not be required to, undertake the thesis 
option. Students who select the thesis option must enroll for a total of six semester 
hours of RELS 6999.  All students must take written comprehensive exams and 
present an oral defense of their work.   Those who write a thesis will defend it, and 
those who do not will present a portfolio of four research papers on which their 
defense will be based. Transfer credits from other institutions will be evaluated by a 
departmental committee. 

 
6. Language and/or research requirements. 

 
There will be no formal language requirements, but all students intending to continue 
on to a Ph.D. will be strongly urged, through advising, to study and acquire 
proficiency in a language appropriate to their field of study. 
 

7. Time limits for completion. 
 

Candidates must compete all requirements for the M.A. within six years of the end of 
their first semester in which they registered at UNC Charlotte. 

 
D. List existing courses by title and number and indicate (*) those that are required.  

Include an explanation of numbering system.  List (under a heading marked “new”) 
and describe new courses proposed. 

 
5000-level courses are graduate-level courses that allow selected advanced undergraduate 
to enrollment in the same course but at the 4000 level.  6000-level courses are for 
graduate students only. 

 
Currently existing graduate courses (Note:  The 5000-level courses are also open to 
advanced undergraduates at the corresponding 4000-level.  The syllabi for the courses 
always clearly state the additional requirements for the graduate students, which is 
normally a requirement for a substantial research paper.) 

5000. Topics in Religious Studies 
5010. Major Figure in Religious Studies 
5101. Religion and Modern Thought 
5107. Early Judaism 
5108. Medieval Judaism 
5109. Modern Judaism 
5110. Contemporary Jewish Thought 
5201. Religion, Culture, and Morality 
5215. The Artist as Visionary 
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6000. Topics in Religious Studies  
6800. Directed Studies 

 
New graduate courses 

* 6101. Approaches to the Study of Religion (*required) 
6103. Material Christianity 
6104. Religion and Art in Islam  
6105. Religion, Art, and Architecture of East Asia 
6111. Qumran and its Literature 
6602. Seminar in the Religion of Ancient Israel 
6603. Seminar in Early Judaism 
6612. Seminar in Christian Origins 
6622. Seminar in Religion and Modern Culture 
6999. Thesis 
 
 

IV. FACULTY 
 

A. List the names of persons on the faculty who will be directly involved in the 
proposed program.  Provide complete information on each faculty member’s 
education, teaching experience, research experience, publications, and experience in 
directing student research, including the number of theses and dissertations 
directed for graduate programs.  The official roster forms approved by SACS can 
be submitted rather than actual faculty vita. 

 
Richard A. Cohen    
Kathryn V. Johnson 
Jeffrey F. Meyer 
John C. Reeves 
Joanne M. Robinson 
Edward B. St. Clair 
James D. Tabor 
Herman E. Thomas 

  
[Note:  The faculty vita are included as Appendix V.] 

 
B. Estimate the need for new faculty for the proposed program for the first four years.  

If the teaching responsibilities for the proposed program will be absorbed in part or 
in whole by the present faculty, explain how this will be done without weakening 
existing programs. 
 
We will not require any additional faculty positions, but will need to maintain the 12 full-
time positions (11 tenure track) we now have. 
 
We think that the M.A. would actually strengthen our undergraduate major by offering a 
level of higher education to our best majors.  Many have been disappointed that we did 
not have a graduate opportunity.  In order to maintain our already considerable 
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contribution to the general education requirements at UNC Charlotte we will have to 
teach some larger classes with enrollments of 50 or more.  We have already succeeded in 
doing this, and could do more with the help of the graduate assistants we anticipate 
getting if the M.A. is approved.  As a department we have always had a strong 
commitment to the undergraduate General Education Program and will continue to do so. 

 
C. If acquisition of new faculty requires additional funds, please explain where and 

how these funds will be obtained.   
 

New faculty will be required only as the enrollments (both graduate and undergraduate) 
increase.  The positions will be funded with enrollment increase monies. 

 
D. Explain how the program will affect faculty activity including course load, public 

service and scholarly research. 
 

The advising load for undergraduates is not a heavy load, so the faculty should be able to 
absorb the extra demands for advising. The course load for faculty members will remain 
the same as it is now, though some courses may need to be taught in larger sections.  The 
members of the department are all committed to public service, so there is no expectation 
that the amount of public service will diminish.  The department assumes that having a 
graduate program will actually increase research productivity with the help of graduate 
assistants. 

 
 

V. LIBRARY 
 

A.  Provide a general statement as to the adequacy of present library holdings for the 
proposed program. 

 
Religious Studies holdings in Atkins have been evaluated by the Humanities reference 
librarian as “adequate” (see attachment). Because of the bequests of Alice Tate, we have 
particular strengths in the areas of Judaica and Mahayana Buddhism.  We have plans to 
seek extramural funding to enhance our library holdings, but believe we can in the 
meantime rely on electronic means of retrieving research materials, inter-library loans 
and similar means to gaining access to materials for research.  The near proximity of 
major libraries in religion and theology, such as Davidson, Duke and UNC Chapel Hill, 
will also help students in their research needs. 

 
B.  State how the library will be improved to meet program requirements for the next 

five years.  The explanation should discuss the need for books, periodicals, reference 
materials, primary source materials, etc.  What additional library support must be 
added to areas supporting the proposed program? 

 
The department does need more periodical subscriptions, but that is a chronic problem 
across most disciplines.  We have sufficient funds to maintain our book holdings, and we 
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are particularly strong in the area of Judaism because of the private monies from the Tate 
Library Fund. 

 
C. Discuss the use of other institutional libraries. 
 

The UNC Charlotte Atkins Library provides excellent interlibrary loan service.  In 
addition we are within a relatively easy commuting distance to Duke and UNC Chapel 
Hill, both of which have strong holdings in religious studies.  

 
 

VI. FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT 
 

A. Describe facilities available for the proposed program.   
 

We have adequate office space, a large, dedicated seminar room, and access of general 
purposes classrooms.  This program will not require any additional specialized space. 

 
B. Describe the effect of this new program on existing facilities and indicate whether 

they will be adequate, both at the commencement of the program and during the 
next decade. 

 
Our current facilities will be adequate for the next ten years, apart from additional offices 
for new faculty.  We will need some additional office space as new buildings are 
completed on this campus. 

 
C. Discuss any information technology services needed and/or available.   
 

Current information technology services and equipment are adequate.  The department 
will be able to maintain and increase these capabilities through the annual operating 
budgets. 

 
D. Discuss sources of financial support for any new facilities and equipment. 
 

None will be needed beyond normal increases in annual operating budgets.  Religious 
studies does not depend on specialized facilities and equipment. 

 
 

VII. ADMINISTRATION 
 
Describe how the proposed program will be administered giving the responsibilities of 
each department, division, school, or college.  Explain any inter-disciplinary or inter-
unit administrative plans.  Include an organizational chart showing the “location” of 
the proposed program. 
 
The Department of Religious Studies is administered by the department chairperson, who in 
turn reports to the dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.  The department will select a 
faculty member to serve as the coordinator of graduate studies.  This person will work with 
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the faculty, the department chairperson, and the dean of the Graduate School.  Both the dean 
of the College and the dean of the Graduate School report to the provost. 
 
Organizational Chart 

               
         

 
Chancellor 

 
      

                     
                     
          
       

 
Provost 

Academic Affairs 
 

   

                    
                    
   
 

Dean 
Graduate School 
Graduate Council 

 
Dean  

College of Arts and Sciences 
 

 

                    
                   

 
Chair 

Gradate Coordinator 
Graduate Faculty 

Department of Religious 
Studies  

 

   

 

  
Departments in the 

College of Arts and Sciences 
  

Aerospace Studies, African-American and 
African Studies, Art, Biology, Chemistry, 
Communication Studies, Criminal Justice, 
Dance and Theatre, English, Geography 
and Earth Science, History, Languages 
and Culture Studies , Mathematics, 
Military Sciences, Music, Philosophy, 
Physics, Political Science, Psychology, 
Religious Studies, Sociology and 
Anthropology  

 
 
VIII. ACCREDITATION 

 
Indicate the names of all accrediting agencies normally concerned with programs 
similar to the one proposed.  Describe plans to request professional accreditation.  If the 
proposed new degree program is at a more advanced level than those previously 
authorized or if it is in a new discipline division, was SACS notified of a potential 
“substantive change” during the planning process?  If so, describe the response from 
SACS and the steps that have been taken to date with reference to the applicable 
procedure. 
 
There are no specialized accrediting agencies for religious studies. 
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IX. SUPPORTING FIELDS 
 

Are other subject-matter fields at the proposing institution necessary or valuable in 
support of the proposed program?  Is there needed improvement or expansion of these 
fields?  To what extent will such improvement or expansion be necessary for the 
proposed program? 

 
We do not plan to require any specific non-Religious Studies courses but will urge students 
to take up to six credits outside the department as explained above in I.C. 

 
 

X. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Include any additional information deemed pertinent to the review of this new degree 
program proposal. 
 
These points have already been made in the proposal:  The department already has the 
faculty to support a solid M.A. program.  The department will not require additional funds 
beyond the normal annual allocations driven by enrollment increases. There is a clear need 
for an M.A. program in the Charlotte region.  Charlotte is one of the few metropolitan areas 
in the country that does not have a graduate program in the academic study of religion. 

 
 

XI. BUDGET 
 

Provide estimates (using the attached form) of the additional costs required to 
implement the program and identify the proposed sources of the additional required 
funds.  Use SCH projections (section II.C.) to estimate new state appropriations through 
enrollment increase funds.  Prepare a budget schedule for each of the first three years of 
the program, indicating the account number and name for all additional amounts 
required.  Identify EPA and SPA positions immediately below the account listing.  New 
SPA positions should be listed at the first step in the salary range using the SPA 
classification rates currently in effect.  Identify any larger or specialized equipment and 
any unusual supplies requirements. 
 
No new faculty positions or SPA positions will need to be budgeted to implement this 
program during the first three years of operation.  As noted earlier, enrollment increase funds 
generated after the first three years of the program will be sufficient. This also applies to 
equipment because religious studies is not an equipment-intensive discipline.  The 
department may need additional funds for part-time adjunct faculty to teach some of the 
general education sections. 
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XII. EVALUATION PLANS 
 

All new degree program proposals and degree program track descriptions must include 
an evaluation plan which includes:  (a) the criteria to be used to evaluate the quality 
and effectiveness of the program, (b) measures to be used to evaluate the program, (c) 
expected levels of productivity of the proposed program/track for the first four years of 
the program (numbers of graduates), (d) the names, addresses, and telephone numbers 
of at least three persons…qualified to review this proposal and to evaluate the program 
once operational, and (e) the plan and schedule to evaluate the proposed new degree 
program prior to the completion of its fifth year of operation once fully established. 
 
A. Criteria to be used to evaluate the proposed program (not in an order of priority). 

 
• meeting our goals for number of students admitted and graduated 
• ability of our students to do competent graduate level research, writing and 

presentation 
• success of our students in gaining teaching positions up to the community college 

level 
• admission of our students to Ph.D. programs 

 
B. Measures to be used to evaluate the program: 

 
• meet the stated benchmark of graduating at least five students each academic year 
• quality of theses (or portfolios), comprehensive exams and oral defense.  (All three of 

these will be judged by at least three faculty members) 
• it is difficult to provide quantitative measures for occupational success, but we will be 

looking for a majority of our graduates to be able to improve their qualifications 
and/or to be able to gain admittance to recognized Ph.D. programs 
 

C. Projected productivity levels (numbers of graduates): 
 

 Year 1 
(2002-2003) 

Year 2 
(2003-2004)

Year 3 
(2004-2005)

Year 4 
(2005-2006) 

TOTALS 

B      
M 0 2 5 8 15 
I/P      
D      
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D. Recommended consultants/reviewers: Names, titles, addresses, e-mail addresses, 
and telephone numbers.  May not be employees of the University of North Carolina. 

 
Steven Friesen (University of Missouri) 
Associate Professor and Department Chair  
Department of Religious Studies, 221 A&S 
University of Missouri  
Columbia, MO 65211 
friesens@missouri.edu  
(573) 882-0033  
Fax: [573] 884=5438 
 
Sandy Martin (University of Georgia) 
Department Head and Professor of Religion  
Department of Religion  
Peabody Hall  
University of Georgia  
Athens, GA 30602-1625 
martin@arches.uga.edu 
(706)-542-5356  
(fax)  (706)-542-6724 (fax)  
 
Ann Blackburn (University of South Carolina) 
Assistant Professor and Director of Graduate Studies 
Department of Religious Studies  
University of South Carolina  
Rutledge 308  
Columbia SC 29208  
(803) 777-2437  
fax (803) 777-0213  
e-mail blackburn@sc.edu 
 

E. Plan for evaluation prior to sixth operational year. 
 

The College of Arts and Sciences has a standard format for conducting self-studies of 
programs.  The department will follow the College self-study format. 

 
 

XIII. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 

Institutions will be expected to report on program productivity after one year and three years 
of operation.  This information will be solicited as a part of the biennial long-range planning 
revision. 
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XIV. STARTING DATE AND INSTITUTIONAL APPROVAL 
 
Proposed date of initiation of proposed degree program:   January 2003   

 
 
This proposal to establish a new program has been reviewed and approved by the appropriate 
campus committees and authorities.  
 
 
Chancellor    
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix A 
 

Budget projections for the first three years 
of operation 

 
 



5/23/2002

Projected Funding for New Degree Program

Regular Term 2002-2003

Change in Instructional - Position
Program Student Credit Hours Funding Factors Instructional Positions Required
Category Undergrad Masters Doctoral Undergrad Masters Doctoral Undergrad Masters Doctoral

Category I 643.72 171.44 138.41 0.000 0.000 0.000
Category II 487.37 249.94 146.74 0.000 0.000 0.000
Category III 364.88 160.93 122.95 0.000 0.000 0.000
Category IV 230.52 102.45 70.71 0.000 0.000 0.000

0 0 0

0

Total Positions Required 0.000

(FY 02) $61,786

101-1310 Instructional Salary Amount $0

Other Academic Costs 44.89300% 0

Purpose 101 Total Academic Requirements $0

Purpose 151 Library 11.48462% 0

General Instit Support 54.04980% 0
  Neg Adj Factor 50.00000% n/a

Fringes for faculty salaries
FICA @ 7.65%; $0 In-state SCHs 0
Retirement @ 9.71% $0 Financial Aid (in-state) 67.99800% 0
Medical @ $2,933 $0

Total Requirements $0
$0

M.A. in Religious Studies

Purposes 152, 
160, 170 180

(Based on 2001-2002 Change in Student Credit Hours)

Instructional - Position Salary Rate

RELS MA Budgets-rev.xls/Yr0 EI Funds Pg 1 of 6



5/23/2002

Institution  UNC Charlotte Date 
Program (API#, Name, Level)  38.0201, Religious Studies

Degree(s) to be Granted  Master of Arts in Religious Studies Program Year 2002-2003

Total

101 Regular Term Instruction
1310 EPA Academic Salaries 0

1810 Social Security 0
1820 State Retirement 0
1830 Medical Insurance 0
2000 Supplies and Materials 0

2300 Educational Supplies
2600 Office Supplies

3000 Current Services 0
3200 Communications
3400 Printing & Binding

5000 Capital Outlay (Equipment) 0
5100 Office Equipment
5200 EDP Equipment

TOTAL Regular Term Instruction $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

151 Libraries

TOTAL Libraries $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

189 General Institutional Support

TOTAL General Inst. Support $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

TOTAL ADDITIONAL COSTS $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

NOTE: Accounts may be added or deleted as required.

Enrollment 
Increase Funds

SUMMARY OF ESTIMATED ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR PROPOSED PROGRAM/TRACK

ADDITIONAL FUNDING REQUIRED - BY SOURCE
Reallocation of 

Present 
Institutional 
Resources

May 23, 2002

Federal/State or 
Other Non-state 
Funds (Identify) New Allocations

RELS MA Budgets-rev.xls/Cost Summary-Yr1 Pg 2 of 6
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Projected Funding for New Degree Program

Regular Term 2003-2004

Change in Instructional - Position
Program Student Credit Hours Funding Factors Instructional Positions Required
Category Undergrad Masters Doctoral Undergrad Masters Doctoral Undergrad Masters Doctoral

Category I 72 643.72 171.44 138.41 0.000 0.420 0.000
Category II 487.37 249.94 146.74 0.000 0.000 0.000
Category III 364.88 160.93 122.95 0.000 0.000 0.000
Category IV 230.52 102.45 70.71 0.000 0.000 0.000

0 72 0

72

Total Positions Required 0.420

(FY 02) $61,786

101-1310 Instructional Salary Amount $25,948

Other Academic Costs 44.89300% 11,649

Purpose 101 Total Academic Requirements $37,597

Purpose 151 Library 11.48462% 4,318

General Instit Support 54.04980% 20,321
  Neg Adj Factor 50.00000% n/a

Fringes for faculty salaries
FICA @ 7.65%; $1,985 In-state SCHs 0
Retirement @ 9.71% $2,520 Financial Aid (in-state) 67.99800% 0
Medical @ $2,933 $1,232

Total Requirements $62,236
$5,736

M.A. in Religious Studies

Purposes 152, 
160, 170 180

(Based on 2002-2003 Change in Student Credit Hours)

Instructional - Position Salary Rate

RELS MA Budgets-rev.xls/Yr1 EI Funds Pg 3 of 6



5/23/2002

Institution  UNC Charlotte Date 
Program (API#, Name, Level)  38.0201, Religious Studies

Degree(s) to be Granted  Master of Arts in Religious Studies Program Year 2003-2004

Total

101 Regular Term Instruction
1310 EPA Academic Salaries 0 25,948 25,948

25,948

1810 Social Security 1,985 1,985
1820 State Retirement 2,520 2,520
1830 Medical Insurance 1,232 1,232
2000 Supplies and Materials 2,000 2,000

2300 Educational Supplies 1,000 1,000
2600 Office Supplies 1,000 1,000

3000 Current Services 2,000 2,000
3100 Travel 600
3200 Communications 600
3400 Printing & Binding 800

5000 Capital Outlay (Equipment) 1,913 1,913
5200 EDP Equipment 1,038

TOTAL Regular Term Instruction $0 $37,597 $0 $0 $37,597

151 Libraries
5000 Capital Outlay (Equipment) 4,318 4,318

5600 Library Book/Journal 4,318

TOTAL Libraries $0 $4,318 $0 $0 $4,318

189 General Institutional Support
2000 Supplies and Materials 5,000 5,000

2600 Office Supplies 5,000

3000 Current Services 5,000 5,000
3200 Communications 2,500
3400 Printing & Binding 2,500

5000 Capital Outlay (Equipment) 10,321 10,321
5100 Office Equipment 5,000
5200 EDP Equipment 5,321

TOTAL General Inst. Support $0 $20,321 $0 $0 $20,321

TOTAL ADDITIONAL COSTS $0 $62,236 $0 $0 $62,236

NOTE: Accounts may be added or deleted as required.

Enrollment 
Increase Funds

SUMMARY OF ESTIMATED ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR PROPOSED PROGRAM/TRACK

ADDITIONAL FUNDING REQUIRED - BY SOURCE
Reallocation of 

Present 
Institutional 
Resources

May 23, 2002

Federal/State or 
Other Non-state 
Funds (Identify) New Allocations

RELS MA Budgets-rev.xls/Cost Summary-Yr2 Pg 4 of 6



5/23/2002

Projected Funding for New Degree Program

Regular Term 2004-2005

Change in Instructional - Position
Program Student Credit Hours Funding Factors Instructional Positions Required
Category Undergrad Masters Doctoral Undergrad Masters Doctoral Undergrad Masters Doctoral

Category I 240 643.72 171.44 138.41 0.000 1.400 0.000
Category II 487.37 249.94 146.74 0.000 0.000 0.000
Category III 364.88 160.93 122.95 0.000 0.000 0.000
Category IV 230.52 102.45 70.71 0.000 0.000 0.000

0 240 0

240

Total Positions Required 1.400

(FY 02) $61,786

101-1310 Instructional Salary Amount $86,495

Other Academic Costs 44.89300% 38,830

Purpose 101 Total Academic Requirements $125,325

Purpose 151 Library 11.48462% 14,393

General Instit Support 54.04980% 67,738
  Neg Adj Factor 50.00000% n/a

Fringes for faculty salaries
FICA @ 7.65%; $6,617 In-state SCHs 0
Retirement @ 9.71% $8,399 Financial Aid (in-state) 67.99800% 0
Medical @ $2,933 $4,106

Total Requirements $207,456
$19,121

M.A. in Religious Studies

Purposes 152, 
160, 170 180

(Based on 2003-2004 Change in Student Credit Hours)

Instructional - Position Salary Rate

RELS MA Budgets-rev.xls/Yr2 EI Funds Pg 5 of 6



5/23/2002

Institution  UNC Charlotte Date 
Program (API#, Name, Level)  38.0201, Religious Studies

Degree(s) to be Granted  Master of Arts in Religious Studies Program Year 2004-2005

Total

101 Regular Term Instruction
1310 EPA Academic Salaries 0 86,495 0 86,495

86,495

1810 Social Security 6,617 6,617
1820 State Retirement 8,399 8,399
1830 Medical Insurance 4,106 4,106
2000 Supplies and Materials 6,000 6,000

2300 Educational Supplies 3,000
2600 Office Supplies 3,000

3000 Current Services 6,000 6,000
3100 Travel 2,000
3200 Communications 2,000
3400 Printing & Binding 2,000

5000 Capital Outlay (Equipment) 7,709 7,709
5100 Office Equipment 3,500
5200 EDP Equipment 4,209

TOTAL Regular Term Instruction $0 $125,325 $0 $0 $125,325

151 Libraries
5000 Capital Outlay (Equipment) 14,393 14,393

5600 Library Book/Journal 14,393

TOTAL Libraries $0 $14,393 $0 $0 $14,393

189 General Institutional Support
2000 Supplies and Materials 20,000 20,000

2600 Office Supplies 20,000

3000 Current Services 20,000 20,000
3200 Communications 10,000
3400 Printing & Binding 10,000

5000 Capital Outlay (Equipment) 27,738 27,738
5100 Office Equipment 10,000
5200 EDP Equipment 17,738

TOTAL General Inst. Support $0 $67,738 $0 $0 $67,738

TOTAL ADDITIONAL COSTS $0 $207,456 $0 $0 $207,456

NOTE: Accounts may be added or deleted as required.

Enrollment 
Increase Funds

SUMMARY OF ESTIMATED ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR PROPOSED PROGRAM/TRACK

ADDITIONAL FUNDING REQUIRED - BY SOURCE
Reallocation of 

Present 
Institutional 
Resources

May 23, 2002

Federal/State or 
Other Non-state 
Funds (Identify) New Allocations

RELS MA Budgets-rev.xls/Cost Summary-Yr3 Pg 6 of 6



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
 

Catalog Copy 
 
 



Catalog Copy 
 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Master of Arts Degree 
 
Program of Study 
The Master of Arts Program in Religious Studies is designed for students who want to pursue the 
degree for one of the following reasons:  to prepare for graduate work at the Ph.D. level, to 
prepare for teaching at community colleges or for adjunct teaching at colleges or universities, to 
prepare for professional work in non-academic positions, or to enjoy the rewards of continuing 
their liberal arts education at the graduate level. 
 
The program approaches the academic study of religion from critical and interdisciplinary 
perspectives, with an emphasis on the global and multicultural aspects of religion.  The 
department offers courses in Asian, Middle Eastern, European, and American religious traditions 
from historical and contemporary perspectives.  
 
Admission Requirements 
In addition to the general requirements for admission to the Graduate School, the following are 
ordinarily required for admission to the M.A. in Religious Studies: 
1)  An undergraduate major in religious studies or a closely related program in the humanities or 
social sciences. 
2) A satisfactory score on the Miller Analogies Test or the Graduate Record Examination. 
 
Degree Requirements 
The program requires a minimum of 30 semester hours of graduate credit, of which at least 15 
hours must be in courses open only to graduate students.   Up to 6 semester hours of graduate 
credit may be taken outside the Department of Religious Studies.  If hours are taken outside the 
department, the student must submit a written request to the graduate coordinator, explaining 
how these hours will enrich his or her program. 
 
Core Course 
All M.A. candidates must take RELS 6101 (Approaches to the Study of Religion), normally in  
the first semester of course work. 
 
Language Requirement 
Although students are not required to demonstrate proficiency in a foreign language, they are 
expected to be able to use whatever languages they need to purse their research interests. 
 
Comprehensive Examination 
Each student must satisfactorily complete a written comprehensive examination based on his or 
her coursework.  
 
Thesis/Writing Portfolio 
Students have the option of preparing a master’s thesis for 6 semester hours credit, or of 
compiling a portfolio of selected research papers written for courses in the program, without 
additional credit.  In both cases the candidates must pass an oral examination based on their 
thesis or writing portfolio.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix C 
 

New Graduate Courses in Religious Studies 
 
 



Proposal to Establish New Graduate Courses in Religious Studies 
 
A.  Proposal Summary and Catalog Copy 
 
1.  Proposal Summary 
 
The Department of Religious Studies proposes to add ten new graduate courses for the M.A. in 
Religious Studies.   
 
2. Proposed Catalog Copy 
 
RELS 6101. Approaches to the Study of Religion. (3) This course provides students with 
critical tools for research, analytical thinking, and writing in the academic study of religion. The 
topics and individuals this course covers represent several major currents of thought in the field 
of religious studies. (Fall) 
 
RELS 6103. Material Christianity. (3) Explores the ways in which individuals and societies 
throughout the Christian tradition have invested material objects with sanctity and power. 
(Alternate years) 
 
RELS 6104. Religion and Art in Islam. (3) Explores the relationships between Islamic thought 
and the development of Islamic art and architecture. (Alternate years) 
 
RELS 6105. Religion, Art and Architecture of East Asia. (3) A study of the religious ideas in 
physical forms in the cultures of China and Japan.  The course focuses on the Confucian, Daoist, 
and Buddhist traditions. (Alternate years) 
 
RELS 6111. Qumran and its Literature. (3) A study of the manuscripts recovered from the 
caves of Qumran.  Attention given to their connections to Second Temple Judaism, early 
Christianity, and later developments in Islam. (Alternate years) 
 
RELS 6602. Seminar in the Religion of Ancient Israel. (3) Current and seminal issues related 
to the study of the religion of ancient Israel.  A general theme will be chosen which at times will 
be keyed to the pertinent archaeological evidence available for evaluating the complex scope of 
Israelite religiosity, but which at other times may selectively focus on narratological descriptions 
of religious behavior (e.g., the religious ideology of Deuteronomy).  Extensive attention will be 
devoted to the comparative study of Israelite religion within its ancient Near Eastern context. 
(On demand)  
 
RELS 6603. Seminar in Early Judaism.  (3) Current and seminal issues related to the 
historical-critical study of early Judaism and its literature.  A general theme will be chosen: a 
narrative source (Mishnah, Midrash, Talmud); a subdivision of texts (Jewish apocrypha and 
pseudepigrapha) or literary genres (apocalyptic literature); a single ancient text (1 Enoch; Avot 
de R. Natan); or a topical investigation (written and oral Torah; construction of authority in 
rabbinic Judaism; sectarian disputes within early Judaism; cultural impact of the Roman 
destruction of the Temple). (On demand) 
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RELS 6612. Seminar in Christian Origins. (3) Current and seminal issues related to the 
historical-critical study of the origins and development of earliest Christianity. A general theme 
will be chosen: an historical figure (John the Baptist, Jesus, Paul, James); an ancient text (a New 
Testament document; Gospel of Thomas; the Gnostic Nag Hammadi codices); or a topical 
investigation (Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls; the development of early Christian liturgy; the 
development of early Christian Christology; ancient Judaism and emerging Christianity). (On 
demand) 
 
RELS 6622. Seminar in Religion and Modern Culture. (3) A seminar on issues related to the 
historical-critical study of the interaction between religion and modern culture. One or more 
general themes will be chosen: leading theorists, appropriate historical contexts, global contexts, 
or a topical investigation. (Yearly)  
 
RELS 6999. Thesis. (3 or 6) May be repeated by permission, if taken for three hours credit. Six 
hours of Thesis may be taken during a single semester.  Appropriate research and written 
exposition of that research is required. (On demand) 
 
B.  Justification 
 
1. Need 
 
These courses are designed primarily to meet the needs of students in the proposed M.A. 
program in Religious Studies. The department already has nine 5000-level courses that can be 
taken by graduate students and advanced undergraduates. All of the 5000-level courses have 
additional requirements for graduate students who have to write a substantial research paper. 
These new 6000-level courses will be open only to graduate students, and all students in the 
M.A. program will have to take a minimum of five of these 6000-level courses. Through faculty 
advising, we think that each student will actually take seven or eight 6000-level courses, rather 
than the minimum of five. 
 
2.  Prerequisites and corequisites 
 
Graduate or post-baccalaureate standing.  
 
3.  Course numbering 
 
Since undergraduates will not be allowed to enroll in these courses, the courses are all listed at 
the 6000-level. 
 
4.  Improvement of scope, quality, and efficiency of programs and instruction 
 
These are the initial 6000-level courses that will be necessary for establishing the M.A. program. 
These courses in conjunction with the existing 5000-level courses will offer enough breadth to 
provide a program that grounds each student in different approaches to the academic study of 
religion. RELS 6101, Approaches to the Study of Religion, is the foundational course required of 
all students in the program.  RELS 6999, Thesis, is obviously for those students who select the 
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thesis option.  Students who select the thesis option must take a total of six semester hours of 
RELS 6999. 
 
C.  Impact 
 
1.  Students to be served 
 
These courses are primarily for students in the M.A. in Religious Studies Program. These 
courses will also be open to students in other humanities graduate programs such as English and 
history. 
 
2.  Effect of this proposal on existing courses and curricula 
 
a. One section of RELS 6101 (Approaches) will be offered every Fall, and RELS 6999 (Thesis) 
will be offered every semester.  The other proposed courses will be offered either yearly or in 
alternate years. 
 
b. These courses will not affect the content or frequency of offering of any other courses. 
 
c. We anticipate enrollments of 9 to 12 students for each of these courses.   
 
d. Offering these courses will not have an impact on the undergraduate courses we offer for our 
major.  There will be a minor impact on our general education courses. In order to maintain our 
already considerable contribution to the general education requirements at UNC Charlotte we 
will have to teach some larger classes with enrollments of 50 or more.  We have already 
succeeded in doing this, and could do more with the help of graduate assistants which we 
anticipate getting if the M.A. is approved.  As a department we have always had a strong 
commitment to the undergraduate General Education Program and will continue to do so. 
 
e. Two of these courses (RELS 6103 and 6105) were previously taught as topics courses with 
enrollments of approximately ten students each. 
 
f. No other area of catalog copy would be affected. 
 
D.  Resources required to support proposal 
 
1. Personnel 
 
a. As indicated in the Request to Establish an M.A. in Religious Studies, the department will not 
need any additional faculty or staff support to offer these courses.  Increases in the number of 
religious studies faculty members will be driven by increased enrollments in general education 
courses, as has been the case throughout the history of the Department of Religious Studies. 
 
b. Here are the qualified faculty members who will be teaching each of the proposed courses: 
 
6101. Approaches to the Study of Religion – Joanne Robinson, Jeffrey Meyer, James Tabor, and  
          John C. Reeves 
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6103. Material Christianity – Joanne Robinson 
6104. Religion and Art in Islam – Kathryn Johnson   
6105. Religion, Art and Architecture of East Asia – Jeffrey Meyer 
6111. Qumran and its Literature – John C. Reeves and James Tabor 
6602. Seminar in the Religion of Ancient Israel – John C. Reeves 
6603. Seminar in Early Judaism – John C. Reeves 
6612. Seminar in Christian Origins – James Tabor 
6622. Seminar in Religion and Modern Culture – Richard Cohen 
 
2.  Physical facility 
 
No specialized facilities will be needed. Most of these courses will be taught in the department’s 
seminar room. 
 
3.  Equipment and supplies 
 
No new equipment will be needed. 
 
4.  Computers 
 
All faculty members already have adequate computers. 
 
5.  Audio-Visual 
 
The department already has all the audio-visual equipment needed for this program 
 
6.  Other resources 
 
None 
 
7.  Funding 
 
There will be an increase in spending for printing, primarily for class materials. Since these 
classes will be small, the department will be able to absorb these costs with the annual increases 
in the budget. 
 
E.  Consultation with the Library and other departments 
 
1.  Library consultation 
 
a. The department submitted the M.A. proposal to Atkins Library on November 16, 2001. 
 
b. Judith Van Noate, the reference librarian for religious studies, evaluated the holding as 
“adequate” for an M.A. program.  Her written report of January 10, 2002, is attached. 
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2.  Consultation with other departments 
 
We consulted the Department of Philosophy about connections to the master’s program in ethics 
that they are considering.  
 
F. Initiation and consideration of the proposal 
 
This proposal was approved by the Department of Religious Studies on November 12, 2001. 
 
G. Attachments 
 
Appendix III. Report of library consultation 
Appendix IV. Outlines of course syllabi 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix D 
 

Atkins Library Consultation Report 
 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix E 
 

Outlines of Syllabi for Proposed New 
Courses 

 
 



Religious Studies 6101 
Approaches to the Study of Religion 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
 
Instructors (rotated among the following):    

Jeffrey Meyer, Professor of Religious Studies 
 John C. Reeves, Blumenthal Professor of Judaic Studies  

Joanne Robinson, Assistant Professor of Religious Studies  
 James Tabor, Professor of Religious Studies 
   
Course Description: 
 
RELS 6101. Approaches to the Study of Religion. (3) This course provides students with 
critical tools for research, analytical thinking, and writing in the academic study of 
religion. The topics and individuals this course covers represent several major currents of 
thought in the field of religious studies. (Fall) 
 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
Objectives: 
1.  To develop graduate-level skills for research in the academic study of religion 
2.  To develop the writing skills necessary to present research findings in clear 
3.  To understand and apply basic theories of religion 
4.  To understand the history of the development of the academic study of religion 
 
Instructional Methods: 
 
This is a weekly seminar that requires all students to be actively engaged in the analysis 
of the assigned readings.  Emphasis is placed on writing papers, making oral 
presentations, and participating in seminar discussions.  
 
Means of Student Evaluation: 
 
Seminar participation. Regular, substantive contribution and attendance in class is 
expected of all members of the seminar.  (15%) 
 
Weekly papers.  Each student will be responsible for writing weekly reading summaries. 
(20 %) 
 
Book review of one of the following. S. Kakar, Shamans, Mystics, and Anomie; Gananath 
Obeyesekere, Medusa's Hair; Clifford Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures; Victor 
Turner, The Forest of Symbols; C. Levi-Strauss, The Savage Mind 
Evans-Pritchard, Theories of Primitive Religion. (15 %) 
 
Report on a recent article in a major journal in the field. (10 %) 
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Synthesis paper. Guidelines and a list of possible topics will be distributed early in the 
semester. All written assignments must follow MLA style, as outlined in the MLA 
Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. (25 %) 
 
Oral presentations.  Each student will be responsible for presenting background 
information and major issues pertinent to one of the readings assigned for one class 
meeting.  In addition, each student will give an in-depth presentation of his or her 
synthesis paper at the end of the semester. (15 %) 
 
Course Policies 
 
All work must be done in conformity with the University Academic Integrity Policy. 
Regular attendance is required. 
This course uses a letter grading system of A, B, C, U. 
  
Texts (for purchase or available on Reserve in Atkins Library) 
 
Daniel Pals, Seven Theories of Religion 
Lessa and Vogt, eds., Reader in Comparative Religion:  An Anthropological Approach 

(3rd ed) 
Durkheim, Emile, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life (trans. Karen Fields) 
Sigmund Freud, Totem and Taboo 
Wayne Booth, et al, The Craft of Research 
 
Course Outline 
 

Week One:  Introduction 
 

Week Two:  "Religion" as a Category 
 
Jonathan Z. Smith, “Religion, Religions, Religious,” in Critical Terms for Religious 

Studies 
Sam Gill, "The Academic Study of Religion" 
 

Week Three:  Originative Authors 
 
Durkheim, Emile, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, selections 
Max Weber, From Max Weber, ed. Gerth and Mills (selections, pp. 129-56 and 267-359) 
 

Week Four: Psychoanalytical Theory 
 
Sigmund Freud, Totem and Taboo 
Carl Jung, Psychology and Religion:  West and East (selections) 
Albert E. Kroeber, "Totem and Taboo," in Lessa and Vogt (pp. 20-27) 
Background Reading:  Pals, Chapter 2 
 

Week Five: Sociological Theory 
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Peter Berger, The Sacred Canopy 
Luckmann, The Invisible Religion 
Tylor, "Animism," in Lessa and Vogt (pp. 9-19) 
Background Reading:  Pals, Chapter 3 
 

Week Six: Social Psychology 
 
William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience, excerpts 
Parsons on "Religious Perspectives in Sociology and Social Psychology," in Lessa and 

Vogt (pp. 62-66) 
 

Week Seven:  Modern Philosophical Approaches 
 
Immanual Kant, from Religion Within the Limits of Reason Alone, excerpt 
Friedrich Schleiermacher, "On the Essence of Religion," excerpt 
Paul Tillich, from Dynamics of Faith, excerpt 
 

Week Eight: Symbolism   
 
Geertz, "Religion as a Cultural System," in Lessa and Vogt (pp. 167-78) 
Leach, "Two Essays Concerning the Symbolic Representation of Time," in Lessa and 

Vogt (pp. 108-116) 
Background Reading:  Pals, Chapter 7 
 

 
Week Nine: Symbolic Classification 

 
Levi-Strauss, "The Bear and the Barber," in Lessa and Vogt (pp. 181-189) 
Douglas, "Pollution" and "The Abominations of Leviticus," in Lessa and Vogt (pp. 196-

205) 
 

Week Ten: Ritual 
 
Turner, "Betwixt and Between:  The Liminal Period in Rites de Passage," in Lessa and 

Vogt (pp. 338-347) 
Horton, "Ritual Man in Africa," in Lessa and Vogt (pp. 347-58) 
 

Week Eleven:  Experience 
 
Robert Sharf, "Experience," in Critical Terms 
Wayne Proudfoot, Religious Experience, excerpts 
 

Week Twelve:  Myth 
 
Mircea Eliade, The Sacred and the Profane 
Wendy Doniger O’Flaherty, "Other Scholars’ Myths" in Other People’s Myths: The Cave 

of Echoes 
Background Reading:  Pals, Chapter 5 
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Week Thirteen: Critiques 

 
Karl Marx, The Marx-Engels Reader, ed. Tucker (selections) 
Mary Daly, Gyn/Ecology, excerpts 
Background Reading:  Pals, Chapter 4 
 

Week Fourteen:   The Future of Religion 
 
Stark and Bainbridge, The Future of Religion, excerpts 
Other reading TBA 
 

Week Fifteen:  Student presentations 
 

Week Sixteen:  Student presentations 
 
Religion and Philosophy of Religion 
 
Two of sections in Alston book, e.g. Arguments for the Existence of God 
Criticisms of Theism 
Immortality 
Religious Experience 
Revelation 
Faith 
Religion and Science 
Others -- to be read for book reviews 



Religious Studies 6103 
Material Christianity   

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
 

Instructor: Joanne Maguire Robinson 
 

Course Description: 
 
RELS 6103. Material Christianity. (3) Explores the ways in which individuals and 
societies throughout the Christian tradition have invested material objects with sanctity 
and power. (Alternate Years) 
 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
Objectives: 
 
1.  To understand the importance of material objects in the formation of the Christian 
tradition. 
2.  To understand the role of architecture on Christian religious sensibilities. 
3.  To understand the role of “found” objects such as bones, other relics, and 
contemporary commercial products. 
4.  To develop the ability to use theoretical models in the analysis of pictorial 
representations. 
 
Instructional Methods: 
 
This is a weekly seminar that requires all students to be actively engaged in the analysis 
of the assigned readings.  Emphasis is placed on writing papers, making oral 
presentations, and participating in seminar discussions.  
 
Means of Student Evaluation: 
 
Seminar participants will be required to read all assigned material in advance of class and 
to bring each text (either in book or copy form) to class on the appropriate day.  Students 
are expected to make at least one substantial contribution to each class discussion.  Each 
student will be assigned as discussion leader for one class, as scheduled during the 
second class meeting.  Discussion leaders are responsible for identifying major issues and 
problems in the text(s) and for proposing ideas and questions for discussion. (20%)  
  
Two book reviews.  One of these will be based on the book, article, or chapter for which 
the student is assigned as discussion leader (due on the day of presentation); the other 
will be based on the student’s choice from a distributed bibliography or from another 
source approved by the professor. (10% each) 
 
One midterm take-home paper addressing theoretical issues raised in class discussion. 
(25%)  
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One final research paper, to be presented to the class in preliminary form at mid term.   
Students will present their results and submit the final paper in the final week of classes.  
In-class presentations must be accompanied by visual aids.  (35%) 
 
All written assignments must follow MLA style, as explained in the MLA Handbook for 
Writers of Research Papers. 
  
Course Policies 
 
All work must be done in conformity with the University Academic Integrity Policy. 
Regular attendance is required. 
This course uses a letter grading system of A, B, C, U. 
  
Texts: 
 
Peter Brown, The Cult of the Saints:  Its Rise and Function in Latin Christianity 

(Chicago:  U of Chicago P, 1981) 
Colleen McDannell, Material Christianity: Religion and Popular Culture in America:  

Religion and Popular Culture in America (New Haven:  Yale UP, 1995) 
David Morgan, Protestants and Pictures:  Religion, Visual Culture, and the Age of 

American Mass Production (New York:  Oxford UP, 1999) 
 
Other sources available on reserve, as noted in the course outline. 
 
Course Outline: 
 
Week 1: Introduction 
 
Week 2: Thinking About "Stuff" 
 "Why We Need Things, " by M. Csikszentmihalyi, from History from 

Things: 
Essays on Material Culture [on reserve] 

 "Image," by Margaret R. Miles, in Critical Terms for Religious Studies, 
ed. Mark  

C. Taylor [book on reserve under RELS 2600] 
 "The Things They Carried," by Tim O'Brien, in You've Got to Read This,  

pp. 421-37 [on reserve] 
 "Parker's Back," by Flannery O'Connor, in God:  Stories, pp. 167-85 [on 

reserve] 
 
Week 3: Thinking About Material Christianity 

Colleen McDannell, Material Christianity, Chapters 1 and 2 
 

Week 4: The Christian Body, Part I: 
Peter Brown, The Cult of the Saints:  Its Rise and Function in Latin 
Christianity  
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Week 5: The Christian Body, Part II:   
 Caroline Walker Bynum, "Material Continuity, Personal Survival and the  

Resurrection of the Body:  A Scholastic Discussion in its Medieval 
and  

Modern Contexts," from Fragmentation and Redemption:  Essays 
on  

Gender and the Human Body in Medieval Religion [on reserve] 
 
Week 6: Adorning the Christian Body 
 Material Christianity, Chapter 7 
 
Week 7: Christian Space 

Otto von Simson, The Gothic Cathedral:  The Origins of Gothic 
Architecture and  

the Medieval Concept of Order, Part I (pp. 3-58) [on reserve] 
Material Christianity, Chapter 4 

 *** Student project proposals due 
 *** Take-home midterm paper question distributed  
 
Week 8: Discussion of student project proposals and research issues 
 *** Midterm paper due 
   
Week  9: Images of Jesus 
 "The Practice of Visual Piety", Chapter One of David Morgan’s Visual 

Piety:  A  
History and Theory of Popular Religious Images [on reserve] 

 David Morgan, Protestants and Pictures, Chapter Eight 
 
Week 10: Religion in the Marketplace:   
 Protestants and Pictures, Chapter 1 
 Material Christianity, Chapter 3 
 
Week 11: Teaching Children 
  Protestants and Pictures, Chapters 6 and 9 
 
Week 12: Miracles and kitsch 

Material Christianity, Chapters 5 and 6 
 
Week 13: Destruction and Censorship 

"Idolatry and Iconoclasm”, Chapter 14 of David Freedberg’s The Power of  
Images:  Studies in the History and Theory of Response [on 

reserve] 
  Readings on the Brooklyn Art Museum controversy (to be distributed) 
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Week 14:    Recent trends  
 Material Christianity, Chapter 8 

   *** Second book review due 
 
Week 15: Film:  Andrei Rublev (1966) 
 
Week 16: Final discussion 

   *** Research papers due 
 

 



Religious Studies 6104 
Religion and Art in Islam 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
 
Instructor: Dr. Kathryn Johnson 
 
Course Description:  
 
RELS 6104. Religion and Art in Islam. (3) Explores the relationships between Islamic thought 
and the development of Islamic art and architecture. (Alternate years) 
 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Objectives: 
 
To understand the elements within the artistic and architectural traditions that are uniquely 
“Islamic.” 
To understand how the Islamic worldview is reflected in calligraphy, book making, painting, and 
in the use of space in architecture and planned landscapes. 
To understand how religious meaning is conveyed through the use of symbolism in the Islamic 
tradition. 
 
Instructional Methods: 
 
This is a weekly seminar that requires all students to be actively engaged in the analysis of the 
assigned readings.   
 
Means of Student Evaluation: 
 
1. Attend Class. You should plan to attend every class prepared to contribute to discussions of 
the  subject(s) we are exploring that week. Please arrive on time as a courtesy to others.  
 
2. Midterm Essays. (30%) Essay questions will be distributed in class. You will have one week 
to prepare three essays on the questions chosen. 
 
3. Research Project. (40%)The project you select should reflect your particular interests in the 
field. Please sign up for an appointment so that we can discuss  your project. Class members will 
present their results during the final week of class. 
 
4. Final Exam. (30%)Final essay questions will be distributed during the last week of class and 
due on the official date of the final exam. 
  
Course Policies: 
 
All work must be done in conformity with the University Academic Integrity Policy. 
Regular attendance is required. 
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This course uses a letter grading system of A, B, C, U. 
 
Texts for Purchase: 
 
Brend, Barbara. Islamic Art. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1991. 
Denny, F. An Introduction to Islam. New York: Macmillan, 1994. 
 
Texts on Reserve: 
 
Abu Lughod, Janet  Cairo: 1001 Years of the City Victorious.Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 1971. 
Campo, J.E. The Other Side of Paradise. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1991. 
von Dennfer, A. 'Ulum al-Our'an. Leicester, England: The Islamic Foundation, 1994. 
Hayes, J. The Genius of Arab Civilization. Cambridge: M.I.T. Press, 1983. 
Kostof, Spiro. A History of Architecture. New York: Oxford University Press, 1985. 
Schimmel, A. Mystical Dimensions of Islam. Chapel Hill:University of North Carolina Press, 

1975. 
 
A list of sites to visit on the Internet will be distributed in class. 
 
Outline of Topics 
 
1.  An Introduction to Islamic Doctrine and Practice and A Brief History of Islam 
 
2.  The Word: The Qur'an and Calligraphy 
 
3.  The Mosque  
       NOTE : Field Trip to the Islamic Center  (date and time TBA) 
 
4.  Public Space: The Islamic City 
 
5.  Private Space: The Home 



Religious Studies 6105 
Religion, Art, and Architecture of East Asia 
The University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

 
Instructor:  Jeffrey F. Meyer, Professor of Religious Studies   
 
Course Description: 
 
RELS 6105. Religion, Art, and Architecture of East Asia. (3) A study of the religious 
ideas in physical forms in the cultures of China and Japan.  The course focuses on the 
Confucian, Daoist, and Buddhist traditions. (Alternate Years) 
 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
Objectives: 
 
1. Basic familiarity with the historical context of East Asian cultures, especially 

China and Japan. 
2. Understanding of those aspects of Confucian, Daoist and Buddhist religions that 

have influenced and inspired the creation of religious art in Asia, in particular the 
themes of  “nature,” the divine, and the human. 

3. The ability to express in oral presentation and writing an analysis of how religion, 
which deals with immaterial elements, can be expressed in physical forms, 
especially painting, sculpture and gardens. 

 
Instructional Methods: 
 
This class meets once a week for three hours.  Each class meeting will normally be 
divided into three parts: lecture, discussion/student presentation, and the use of visual 
materials (the last includes viewing of films, slides and  actual paintings, as well as 
learning some elementary Chinese calligraphy). 
 
Means of Student Evaluation 
 
Students will bring a one page summary of the assigned reading to class.  Students will 
be assigned as discussion leaders for each of the class readings.  It will be their 
responsibility to identify major issues and problems and to propose ideas for discussion.  
 
There will be two take home tests.  The student research project, 15 to 20 pages long,  
must follow MLA style. 
 
Students are expected to attend class regularly, to prepare by reading assignments 
thoughtfully, to contribute to the success of the class.  This last requirement, usually 
called “class participation,” may take a number of forms: class activity like raising 
interesting points, asking questions, stimulating discussion, etc.  But you may also 
contribute in other ways: tracking media materials relevant to our topics, preparing audio 
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or visual materials, bringing web materials, etc.  It will be up to each student to let me 
know how they plan to contribute. 
 
If a student needs to miss a class, please let me know, by phone or email.  Even if you 
miss class you are responsible for materials presented, for obtaining any handouts or 
being aware of any schedule changes.   Tests must be handed in on time.  If for some 
good reason you cannot, you must let me know ahead of the due date/time or your work 
will not be accepted.   The student research projects will be explained at the end of the 
first class meeting.  
 
In assigning a final grade, requirements will be weighted as follows: 
 
Reading summaries 20%,  each of the two take-home tests 20%,  research paper 30%, 
classwork, including attendance, participation and summaries 10%. 
 
Course Policies: 
 
All work must be done in conformity with the University Academic  Integrity Policy.  
Regular attendance is expected.  The course uses a letter grading system of A, B, C, U. 
 
Probable Texts and Materials (in UNC Charlotte Bookstore) 
 
Thorp and Vinograd, Chinese Art and Culture 
Kwo Da-Wei, Chinese Brushwork in Calligraphy and Painting 
Philip Cave, Creating Japanese Gardens 
Various Class handouts 
Chinese brush, ink and paper 
 
 
Course Schedule. 
 
 Overview of the Course.  Description of hands-on projects. 
         Introduction to the Chinese Language and calligraphy. 
 
 Early China.  Dynasties as structure for Chinese history.  Geography. 
         Oracle bones and turtle shells.  Gods, ghosts, ancestors. 
         Readings:  Thorp/Vinograd 20-25; 55-81;108-114. 
   
 Imperial China, the Qin (Ch’in) and Han dynasties. 
         The buried army of the first Qin emperor.   
         Confucianism,  family/society  and ancestor “worship”  
         The Classic of Filial Piety (handout)  
         Readings:  Thorp/Vinograd 129-147. 
 
The Structure of Homes and Cities.  Slides 
         The Analects and other Confucian classics (handout) 
         Readings: Thorp/Vinograd 172-82. 
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Taoism as Chinese “counter-culture” 
           The figure of Lao Tzu (Laozi).  The Tao Te Ching (Daodejing) 
          (handout) 
          Chinese landscape painting as an expression of Taoism. Slides 
          Readings: Thorp/Vinograd 185-86; 209-218; 242-257. 
 
 
Taoism (continued). Chuang Tzu (Zhuangzi) (handout) 
          Landscape painting and the idea of nature in China and the 
          West.  Slides. 

 
Taoism as expressed in Chinese gardens. Readings: Thorp/ 
         Vinograd 282-285; articles by Wing-Tsit Chan and Christopher 
         Jencks (handouts).  Slides of Suzhou gardens.  Mid-term test 
         Will be distributed. 
 
 Buddhism comes to China.  Sculpture. 

        Conflicts with Chinese culture.  Artistic expresssion. 
        Readings: Thorp/Vinograd 160-171; 195-209. 
        Take-home TEST DUE. 

          
 Ch’an (Japanese: “Zen”) Buddhism.  The practice and object of meditation. 

        The “ultimate” in Zen as expressed in painting and calligraphy. 
         Readings: Thorp/Vinograd 272-277; handout. 
 

A Comparison of Chinese and  Japanese gardens.   Read the introductory material 
        In Cave, pages 9-23, and chapter 2 (pages 26-67) on his summary of 
        traditional Japanese garden styles. 

 
Gardens of Japan: Pure Land and Zen influence.  The design principles 

        Elements of Japanese gardens.  Reading: Cave 70-87  
 

Initial Reports research projects to be presented.        
 
Application of the principles of Japanese garden design.  
  Reading: Cave 90 -131, on the physical  

        elements of Japanese gardens:  Rocks, water elements, hills, paths, lanterns, 
        etc.  Preliminary research presentations and critiques. 

 
Student Reports on Research Projects.  Final test will be distributed.   
 
FINAL TEST DUE. 
  
 
 



Religious Studies 6111 
Qumran and its Literature 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
 
Instructor: John C. Reeves, Blumenthal Professor of Judaic Studies 
 
Course Description:  
 
RELS 6111. Qumran and its Literature. (3) A study of the manuscripts recovered from 
the caves of Qumran.  Attention given to their connections to Second Temple Judaism, 
early Christianity, and later developments in Islam. (Alternate Years) 
 
Prerequisites: At least one year of biblical or rabbinic Hebrew and at least one semester 
of biblical Aramaic, or permission of the instructor. 
 
Objectives: Our principal aims are three: 1) to acquire familiarity with some significant 
Qumran texts; 2) to ponder the existence of and explanations for presumable Qumran 
‘survivals’ in the literatures of subsequent religious communities; and 3) to develop skill in 
the practice of responsible comparative study. 
 
Instructional Methods: This is a weekly seminar that requires all students to be actively 
engaged in the analysis of the assigned readings.  Emphasis is placed upon oral recitation, 
grammatical analysis, informed thematic contributions from secondary readings, and 
synthesis of the data obtained from a first-hand confrontation with the primary sources and 
assigned comparative resources. 
 
Means of Student Evaluation: Preparation of the assigned texts (Hebrew or Aramaic) 
accompanied by diligent class attendance and participation form the basic requirements for 
this course (75%).  In addition, each participant shall prepare a seminar paper that dwells 
upon the comparative analysis of a particular motif or distinctive interpretation found within 
Qumran and one or more ‘external’ traditions.  These papers will be presented for general 
class discussion and critique during our final sessions, as well as being evaluated by the 
instructor for a formal grade (25%). 
 
Course Policies: All work must be done in conformity with the University Academic 
Integrity Policy.  Regular attendance is required.  This course uses a letter grading system of 
A, B, C, and U. 
 
Texts: 
 
Discoveries in the Judaean Desert (38 vols.; ed. E. Tov, et al.; Oxford: Clarendon Press, 

1955-2002). 
The Dead Sea Scrolls Study Edition (2 vols.; ed. F. García Martínez and E.J.C. Tigchelaar; 

Leiden: Brill, 1997-98). 
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Outline of Course Content: 
 
The exegetical manuscripts recovered from the caves of Qumran provide a valuable window 
through which we may view the intellectual dynamism of Second Temple Judaism.  Many 
scholars are now recognizing that the Qumran material attests a more complex religio-
historical scene than had heretofore been assumed by earlier generations of researchers.  It is 
also becoming increasingly clear that certain ‘Qumranic’ or ‘sectarian’ themes, motifs, and/or 
interpretative solutions recur in later literary works, sometimes as much as a millennium 
later!  Such attestations, if they are genuine, bear witness to an enormously influential and 
robust tradition of biblical exegesis and expansion that was repeatedly exploited and 
transmitted by subsequent religious communities in the Near East.  Qumran affords us a 
glimpse of a portion of this material. 

The present course shall be devoted to the intensive study of a series of important 
literary and religious texts that have been recovered from Qumran.  Primary emphasis shall 
be given to the comparative analysis of these texts and their contents alongside related 
materials gleaned from apocryphal, pseudepigraphical, rabbinic, Christian, gnostic, Karaite, 
and Muslim traditions.   

 
Unless otherwise indicated, we shall proceed with the following texts, in the order listed: 
 

4Q252 Genesis commentary 
11Q Melchizedek 
1Q Genesis Apocryphon 
1 Enoch (selections) 
Testament of Levi 
Testament of Amram 
4QMMT 
11Q Temple 
Damascus Covenant (CD + Cave 4 supplements) 
1Q Serekh ha-Yahad (+ Cave 4 supplements) 
1Q Pesher Habakkuk 
1Q Milhamah (+ Cave 4 supplements) 

 



Religious Studies 6602 
Seminar in the Religion of Ancient Israel 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
 
Instructor: Dr. John C. Reeves, Blumenthal Professor Religious Studies 
 
Course Description: 
 
RELS 6602. Seminar in the Religion of Ancient Israel. (3) Current and seminal issues 
related to the study of the religion of ancient Israel.  A general theme will be chosen 
which at times will be keyed to the pertinent archaeological evidence available for 
evaluating the complex scope of Israelite religiosity, but which at other times may 
selectively focus on narratological descriptions of religious behavior (e.g., the religious 
ideology of Deuteronomy).  Extensive attention will be devoted to the comparative study 
of Israelite religion within its ancient Near Eastern context. (On demand)  
 
Prerequisites: None. 
 
Objectives: (1) To expose students to the primary, original sources, in up-to-date 
scholarly translations, which are necessary for the study of the religion of ancient Israel; 
(2) to give attention to the main secondary studies related to a given theme or topic which 
govern contemporary scholarly discourse; and (3) to give students a genuine experience 
of higher level work in the academy.  
 
Instructional Methods: This is a weekly seminar that requires all students to be actively 
engaged in the analysis of the assigned readings.  Emphasis is placed upon writing papers, 
making oral presentations, and participating in seminar discussions.  Some themes may 
necessitate varying weightings of these media of instructional delivery. 
 
Means of Student Evaluation: Attendance is required.  Seminar participants will be 
required to read all assigned material in advance of class and to bring each text (either in 
book or copy form) to class on the appropriate day.  They will also be expected to contribute 
in an informed manner to the topic under discussion (collectively 50-75%).  They may 
(depending upon theme chosen) serve as discussion leaders for specified portions of one or 
more classes (10-15%), they may be assigned short seminar papers for oral presentation (10-
15%), but they will invariably be responsible for one final research paper which will be 
formally presented within class during the final weeks of the semester (25%). 
 
Course Policies: All work must be done in conformity with the University Academic 
Integrity Policy.  Regular attendance is required.  This course uses a letter grading system of 
A, B, C, and U. 
 
Texts: 
 
Z. Zevit, The Religions of Ancient Israel: A Synthesis of Parallactic Approaches (London and 

New York: Continuum, 2001). 
H. Ringgren, Israelite Religion (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1966). 
S. Niditch, Ancient Israelite Religion (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997). 
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Y. Kaufmann, The Religion of Israel: From its Beginnings to the Babylonian Exile (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1960). 

 
Outline of Course Content: 
 
The chosen theme may occasion slight variations in format, but in general the seminar is 
divided into three main parts: 
1. An historical overview of the topic or theme, guided by the professor; introduction to 

the main texts and sources, survey of the main secondary sources.  Students will 
receive reading assignments and may present short reports during this part of the 
course (Six weeks) 

2. A discussion of each student’s chosen research topic, with a preliminary survey of the 
main issues and possibilities of treatment.  At this point students actually begin their 
research, and the order of discussion of the topics will determine the order of the 
seminar paper presentations. (Four weeks) 

3. A presentation of finished research in formal seminar style (Five weeks) 
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Religious Studies 6603 
Seminar in Early Judaism 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
 
Instructor: Dr. John C. Reeves, Blumenthal Professor of Judaic Studies 
 
Course Description: 
 
RELS 6603. Seminar in Early Judaism.  (3) Current and seminal issues related to the 
historical-critical study of early Judaism and its literature.  A general theme will be 
chosen: a narrative source (Mishnah, Midrash, Talmud); a subdivision of texts (Jewish 
apocrypha and pseudepigrapha) or literary genres (apocalyptic literature); a single ancient 
text (1 Enoch; Avot de R. Natan); or a topical investigation (written and oral Torah; 
construction of authority in rabbinic Judaism; sectarian disputes within early Judaism; 
cultural impact of the Roman destruction of the Temple). (On demand) 
 
Prerequisites: None. 
 
Objectives: (1) To expose students to the primary, original sources, in up-to-date 
scholarly translations, which are necessary for the study of early Judaism; (2) to give 
attention to the main secondary studies related to a given theme or topic which govern 
contemporary scholarly discourse; and (3) to give students a genuine experience of higher 
level work in the academy.  
 
Instructional Methods: This is a weekly seminar that requires all students to be actively 
engaged in the analysis of the assigned readings.  Emphasis is placed upon writing papers, 
making oral presentations, and participating in seminar discussions.  Some themes may 
necessitate varying weightings of these media of instructional delivery. 
 
Means of Student Evaluation: Attendance is required.  Seminar participants will be 
required to read all assigned material in advance of class and to bring each text (either in 
book or copy form) to class on the appropriate day.  They will also be expected to contribute 
in an informed manner to the topic under discussion (collectively 50-75%).  They may 
(depending upon theme chosen) serve as discussion leaders for specified portions of one or 
more classes (10-15%), they may be assigned short seminar papers for oral presentation (10-
15%), but they will invariably be responsible for one final research paper which will be 
formally presented within class during the final weeks of the semester (25%). 
 
Course Policies: All work must be done in conformity with the University Academic 
Integrity Policy.  Regular attendance is required.  This course uses a letter grading system of 
A, B, C, and U. 
 
Texts: 
 
The Cambridge History of Judaism, Volume Three: The Early Roman Period (ed. W. 

Horbury, et al.; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999). 
The Study of Ancient Judaism (2 vols.; ed. J. Neusner; Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1992). 
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H.L. Strack and G. Stemberger, Introduction to the Talmud and Midrash (Minneapolis: 
Fortress Press, 1992). 

 
Outline of Course Content: 
 
The chosen theme may occasion slight variations in format, but in general the seminar is 
divided into three main parts: 
1. An historical overview of the topic or theme, guided by the professor; introduction to 

the main texts and sources, survey of the main secondary sources.  Students will 
receive reading assignments and may present short reports during this part of the 
course (Six weeks) 

2. A discussion of each student’s chosen research topic, with a preliminary survey of the 
main issues and possibilities of treatment.  At this point students actually begin their 
research, and the order of discussion of the topics will determine the order of the 
seminar paper presentations. (Four weeks) 

3. A presentation of finished research in formal seminar style (Five weeks) 
 



Religious Studies 6612 
Seminar in Christian Origins 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
 
Instructor: James D. Tabor, Professor of Religious Studies 
 
Course Description: 
 
RELS 6612. Seminar in Christian Origins. (3) Current and seminal issues related to the 
historical-critical study of the origins and development of earliest Christianity. A general 
theme will be chosen: an historical figure (John the Baptist, Jesus, Paul, James); an 
ancient text (a New Testament document; Gospel of Thomas; the Gnostic Nag Hammadi 
codices); or a topical investigation (Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls; the development of 
early Christian liturgy; the development of early Christian Christology; ancient Judaism 
and emerging Christianity). (On demand) 
 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Objectives: 
 
Students will concentrate on primary, original sources, in up-to-date scholarly 
translations, but also give attention to the main secondary studies related to a given theme 
or topic.  The main objective is for the students to enter into the academic arena at a high 
level, and be able to responsibly and competently engage in the main issues that are at 
issue in current research.  Students are expected to make some contribution of their own, 
as reflected in an original research paper, that makes use of primary as well as secondary 
sources.  The professor will consult with members of the seminar regarding their chosen 
foci.  During the last third of the semester, students will present to the class the results of 
their research, leading a round-table discussion of their work in full academic style.  The 
objective here is to give students a genuine experience of higher level work in the 
academy. 
 
Instructional Methods:  
 
This is a weekly seminar that requires all students to be actively engaged in the analysis 
of the assigned readings.  Emphasis is placed on writing papers, making oral 
presentations, and participating in seminar discussions.  
 
Means of Student Evaluation: 
 
Attendance and seminar participation (20%) 
Oral presentation of research project (20%) 
Research paper on topic selected in consultation with the instructor (60%)  
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Course Policies: 
 
All work must be done in conformity with the University Academic Integrity Policy. 
Regular attendance is required. 
This course uses a letter grading system of A, B, C, U. 
 
Texts for Current Issues in the Study of the Dead Sea Scrolls: 
 
James Charlesworth, editor, Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls 
Geza Vermes, The Dead Sea Scrolls in English (4th edition) 
James Vanderkam, The Dead Sea Scrolls Today 
Michael Wise, The First Messiah 
 
Course Outline: 
 
The seminar is divided into three main parts: 
1. An historical overview of the topic or theme, guided by the professor; introduction to 

the main texts and sources, survey of the main secondary sources.  Students will 
receive reading assignments and present short reports during this part of the course 
(Six weeks) 

2. A discussion of each student’s chosen research topic, with a preliminary survey of the 
main issues and possibilities of treatment.  At this point students actually begin their 
research, and the order of discussion of the topics will determine the order of the 
seminar paper presentations. (Four weeks) 

3. A presentation of finished research in formal seminar style (Five weeks) 



Religious Studies 6622 
Seminar in Religion and Modern Culture 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
 

Instructor: Richard A. Cohen, Isaac Swift Distinguished Professor of Judaic Studies 
 
Course Description: 
 
RELS 6622. Seminar in Religion and Modern Culture. (3) A seminar on issues related to 
the historical-critical study of the interaction between religion and modern culture. One 
or more general themes will be chosen: leading theorists, appropriate historical contexts, 
global contexts, or a topical investigation. (Yearly)  
 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
Objectives:  
 
Students will concentrate on primary texts to understand one or more theoretical 
approach to a given theme or topic.  The primary objective is for students to become 
keenly aware of the inner dialectic between the form of approach and the content 
examined, between method and subject matter, in the academic study of the relationship 
between religion and culture.  Students are expected to make some contribution of their 
own, as reflected in an original research paper, making use of primary as well as 
secondary sources.  Topics will be chosen in consultation with the professor.  During the 
last third of the semester, students will present to the seminar the results of their research, 
leading a round-table discussion of their work in an academic style.  The aim is give 
students a genuine experience of the discipline and creativity of higher level work in the 
academy.  
 
Instructional Methods: 
 
This is a weekly seminar that requires all students to be actively engaged in the analysis 
of the assigned readings.  Emphasis is placed on writing papers, making oral 
presentations, and participating in seminar discussions.  
 
Means of Student Evaluation: 
 
Attendance and seminar participation (20%) 
Oral presentation of research project (20%) 
Research paper on topic selection in consultation with the instructor (60%)  
 
Course Policies: 
 
All work must be done in conformity with the University Academic Integrity Policy. 
Regular attendance is required. 
This course uses a letter grading system of A, B, C, U. 
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Texts:  
 
Sigmund Freud, The Future of an Illusion 
Hannah Arendt, The Human Condition 
Eric Hobsbawm and Terrence Ranger, eds. The Invention of Tradition.  
Jonathan Z. Smith, Imagining Religion: From Babylon to Jonestown  
Other readings on reserve in the library 
 
Course Outline: 
 
The seminar is divided into three main parts: 
 
1. Theoretical overview guided by the professor; introduction to primary readings; 

survey of secondary sources.  Students will read assignments and present short 
reports (six weeks). 

 
2. While continuing the discussions begun in part one, students will also choose and 

discuss their research topics and begin specialized readings for them (four weeks). 
 
3. Presentations of finished research in formal seminar style (five weeks). 
 
 



Religious Studies 6623 
Seminar in Philosophy and Religion 

The University of North Carolina 
 
Instructor: Richard A. Cohen, Isaac Swift Distinguished Professor of Judaic Studies 
 
Course Description: 
The seminar explores the central intellectual and spiritual issues related to actual 
historical and/or possible theoretical relationships between philosophy and religion, e.g., 
conflict, accommodation or reduction between reason and revelation, sign and symbol, 
secular and sacred, or logic and myth.  One or more general themes will be chosen: 
leading theorists (e.g., Plato, Kant, Hegel, Strauss, Levinas); appropriate historical 
contexts (e.g., ancient, medieval, modern, contemporary); or topical investigations 
(epistemology, ontology, ethics, aesthetics, theology, cultural studies).   
 
Objectives and Requirements: 
Students will concentrate on primary texts to understand, compare and contrast at least 
two intellectual-spiritual approaches to the relationship between philosophy and religion.  
Students are expected to become aware of the inner dialectic linking the form of an 
approach to the significance of the content examined, that is, to grasp the inner relation 
between method and subject matter.  Students are expected to show evidence of their 
understanding in an original research paper of at least twenty pages, making use of 
primary as well as secondary sources.  Topics will be chosen in consultation with the 
professor.  During the last third of the semester, students will present to the seminar the 
results of their research, leading a round-table discussion of their work in an academic 
style.  The aim is give students a genuine experience of the discipline and creativity of 
higher level work in the academy.  
 
Grading and Course Policy: 
The final grade in the course will be based primarily on two considerations: participation 
throughout the seminar, and a grade on the research paper.  Regular class attendance and 
participation in classroom discussion are therefore expected.   
 
Course Sequence: 
The seminar is divided into three main parts: 
1. Theoretical overview guided by the professor; introduction to primary readings; 

survey of secondary sources.  Students will read assignments and present short 
reports (six weeks). 

2. While continuing the discussions begun in part one, students will also choose and 
discuss their research topics and begin specialized readings for them (four weeks). 

3. Presentations of finished research in formal seminar style (five weeks). 
The weekly schedule above is open to modification based on course content and class 
size.  
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James D. Tabor 
Department of Religious Studies 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte  
Charlotte, NC 28223 
704-687-2783 (Office)  |  704-687-3002 (FAX)  |  jdtabor@email.uncc.edu  

Academic Education  

1963-66 Abilene Christian University, B.A., May 1966 (Majors: 
Greek & Religion/Bible)  
1969-71 Pepperdine University, M.A., June, 1971 (Early 
Christianity; Ancient Judaism)  
1972-74 University of Chicago, M.A., June, 1974  
1974-81 University of Chicago, Ph.D., August, 1981 (New 
Testament & Early Christian Literature) 

Academic Appointments 

1981-85 University of Notre Dame, South Bend, IN  
     Assistant Professor; (Christianity and Judaism in Antiquity)  
1985-89 College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA  
     Visiting Assistant Professor; (Christian Origins; Bible)  
1989-Present University of North Carolina at Charlotte, NC  
     Assistant Professor, 1989-91;  
     Associate Professor, 1992-1998;  
     Professor, since May, 1998   (Christian Origins; Ancient 
Judaism) 

    Teaching Areas and Courses:  

Christian Origins/Jesus/Paul/Hellenistic Religions  
Ancient Judaism/Dead Sea Scrolls  
Introduction to Religious Studies; Humanities Core Courses  
Contemporary Apocalyptic Movements 

Awards and Grants 

Noyes-Cutter Greek Prize, University of Chicago, 1975  
NEH Grant for "Teaching the Ancient World Conference," 1982  
NEH Summer Seminar, Yeshiva University (Louis Feldman), 1985  
College of William and Mary Summer Research Grants, 1986 & 
1987  
NEH Travel to Collections Grant, 1987  
Phi Beta Kappa: 1989 Award for Outstanding Scholarship  
University of North Carolina Summer Research Grants 1990, 1991, 
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1992  
Reunion Institute: Research Grants, 1990, 1991, 1992  
Original Bible Project Grant 1994-95 
Bank of America Award for Teaching Excellence Finalist  

Publications (selected) 

Books:  

Why Waco? Cults and the Battle for Religious Freedom in America (Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1995). Co-authored with Eugene Gallagher, 
Connecticut College.  

A Noble Death: Suicide and Martyrdom Among Ancient Jews and Christians 
(San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1992). Co-authored with Arthur Droge, 
University of Chicago.  

Things Unutterable: Paul's Ascent to Paradise in its Greco-Roman, Judaic, 
and early Christian Contexts, Studies in Judaism (Lanham, MD: University 
Press of America, 1986).  

Chapters in Books:  

"The Waco Tragedy: An Autobiographical Account of One Attempt to Avert 
Disaster," in From the Ashes: Making Sense of Waco, edited by James R. 
Lewis (Rowman & Littlefield, 1993)  

"Religious Discourse and Failed Negotiations: The Dynamics of Biblical 
Apocalypticism," in Armageddon in Waco: Critical Perspectives on the Branch 
Davidian Conflict (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995 [forthcoming]).  

"What the Bible Really Says About the Future," in What the Bible Really Says, 
edited by Morton Smith and Joseph Hoffmann (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 
1993), pp. 33-51.  

"Resurrection and Immortality: Paul and Poimandres," in Christian Teachings: 
Studies in Honor of Lemoine G. Lewis, edited by Everett Ferguson (Abilene 
Christian University Press, 1981), pp. 72-91.  

Scholarly Articles:  

"4Q521 `On Resurrection,' and the Synoptic Tradition: A Preliminary Study," 
with Michael Wise, Journal for the Study of the Pseudepigrapha 10 (1992): 
149-162.  

"Israel and the Plan of God: Luke's Understanding of the Future of Israel," 
Journal of the Radical Reformation 2 (1993): 22-38.  

"A Pierced or Piercing Messiah: The Verdict is Still Out on 4Q285," Biblical 
Archaeology Review 18:5 (1992), pp. 58-59. 
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"The Messiah at Qumran: A New Dead Sea Scroll Fragment (4Q521)," with 
Michael Wise, Biblical Archaeology Review 18:5 (1992), pp. 60-65.  

"Heaven, Ascent to," in the Anchor Bible Dictionary 3:91-94 (New York: 
Doubleday & Co, 1992).  

"Martyr, Martyrdom," in the Anchor Bible Dictionary 4:574-79 (New York: 
Doubleday & Co, 1992).  

"Reflections on the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament," Journal of Reform 
Judaism (Summer, 1990), pp. 35-38.  

"Returning to the Divinity: Josephus's Portrayal of the Disappearances of 
Enoch, Elijah, and Moses,'' Journal of Biblical Literature (108/2 (1989): 225-38. 

"Psychologizing Paul: Essay Review of Gerd Theissen's Psychological 
Aspects of Pauline Psychology," Religious Studies Review 15 (1989) January: 
38-40.  

Miscellaneous articles in the Harpers Bible Dictionary  

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES  

Regular book reviews in a wide variety of scholarly journals: Journal of Biblical 
Literature; Critical Review of Books in Religion; Religious Studies Review; 
Journal of Religion; History of Religions.  

Numerous refereed papers and invited lectures at professional meetings and 
academic institutions: American Academy of Religion; Society of Biblical 
Literature; North American Patristics Society; SCRAM (Study of the Culture 
and Religion of the Ancient Mediterranean); North Carolina Association of 
Religious Studies; University of Chicago; Emory University; University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill; University of California at Berkeley and Davis; 
Connecticut College; College of William and Mary; Appalachian State 
University; Winthrop College; Monmouth College, Amherst College; Lynchburg 
College; Hastings College.  

Media consultant on various issues, particularly the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
millennarianism, and the Koresh/Waco tragedy, including: Time; Newsweek; 
USNews&World Report; New York Times; Wall Street Journal; Washington 
Post; London Guardian; Hearst Newspapers; Dallas Morning News; Waco 
Herald Tribune; Charlotte Observer; Newsday; AP; UPI; Gannett; Religious 
News Service; McCleans; Jerusalem Report; Jerusalem Post; PBS McNeil-
Lehrer Report; ABC Good Morning America; A & E Cable; National Public 
Radio; CBS Radio; Vanity Fair;  

Popular articles in Moment Magazine; The Jewish Press; including 
``Apocalypse at Waco,'' Bible Review 9:5 (October, 1993): 24-33.  

Chief Editor, The Original Bible Project (1993 present)  
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Co-director, 3rd Season, Judean Desert Exploration (1991-92); Qumran, Dead 
Sea area. Archaeological survey work in Jordan at Wadi el-Yabis (1992); 
Sepphoris (1996) directed by James Strange, University of South Florida  

Faculty of Biblical Archaeology Seminar sponsored by the Biblical Archaeology 
Society: Guilford College (June, 1990); Chicago (August, 1991); Guilford 
College (June, 1992); Atlanta (October, 1993); Guilford College (June, 1994); 
Williamsburg (June, 1995); West Palm Beach (January 1997 & 1998); New 
Orleans (November, 1996); Portland (July, 1997); Austin (September, 1997); 
Oxford, England (August, 1998); Orlando (November, 1998) 
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