UNC Charlotte Academic Policy:
Baccalaureate Degree Requirements

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This policy outlines degree requirements including residency requirements and grade point
average for undergraduate students. All baccalaureate degrees require completion of 120
credit hours (except for programs that have applied for and received a waiver to exceed 120
credit hours from the UNC Charlotte Board of Trustees), including completion of the
General Education requirements and all requirements for a major field of study. To graduate
from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, students must earn at least 25% of
degree requirements at UNC Charlotte, including the last 12 credit hours of work in the
major field and, if applicable, at least 6 credit hours of a minor at UNC Charlotte, must be in
good academic standing, and must have earned a minimum grade point average of at least
2.0 in the major/minor.

Il. POLICY STATEMENT

CREDIT HOURS AND MAJOR

All baccalaureate degrees require completion of 120 credit hours (except for programs that
have applied for and received a waiver to exceed 120 credit hours from the UNC Charlotte
Board of Trustees), including all requirements for a major field of study. Specific
requirements for degrees and programs are presented under the college and departmental
sections of the Catalog.

GENERAL EDUCATION

All baccalaureate degrees require completion of a common set of General Education
requirements. Refer to the General Education Program section of the Undergraduate
Catalog.


https://www.charlotte.edu/
https://provost.charlotte.edu/
https://provost.charlotte.edu/search

RESIDENT REQUIREMENT

To graduate, a student must earn at least 25% of baccalaureate degree requirements at
UNC Charlotte, including the last 12 credit hours of work in the major field and at least 6
credit hours of any minor field of study. Coursework taken in residence shall be construed
to mean work offered by UNC Charlotte.

e Earning 25% of the degree (the equivalent of 30 credit hours) at UNC Charlotte is a
requirement for accreditation by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC). Because this is an accreditation standard, there
are no exceptions allowed.

e Exceptions to the requirement of 12 credit hours in the major may be made with the
approval of the dean of the college of the student’s major.

GRADE POINT AVERAGES

To graduate, a student must be in good academic standing and have earned a grade point
average of at least 2.0 and a grade point average of at least 2.0 in the major and in any
minor. Some programs require a higher grade point average. The major/minor grade point
average is calculated using only courses which satisfy the major/minor requirements.
Courses must have been successfully completed and credit earned (subject to the
University's repeat policy). Specific requirements for degrees and programs are presented

under the college and departmental sections of the Undergraduate Catalog.

Ill. DEFINITIONS

e Bachelor's degree or baccalaureate - The degree of Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) or
Bachelor of Science (B.S.), typically requiring a minimum of 120 hours of specified
course work. A bachelor’s degree is comprised of General Education courses, a major
program(s), elective courses, and, in some cases, a minor program(s), and, in general,
is completed in four years.

e Catalog - A resource of all academic policies and procedures, college and degree
requirements, faculty, and course descriptions. UNC Charlotte has both an
Undergraduate Catalog and Graduate Catalog.

e College - An academic unit of the University. Each of the seven discipline-based
colleges at UNC Charlotte represents an organization of related departments.

¢ Credit/semester hours - A credit/semester hour is an amount of work represented in
intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement. UNC
Charlotte adheres to the Carnegie unit, which is a nationally recognized equivalency
that consists of not less than:

o 750 minutes of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of 1500
minutes of out-of-class student work for one semester hour of credit. Each


https://provost.charlotte.edu/policies-procedures/academic-policies-and-procedures/grading

credit hour corresponds to 50 minutes per week of classroom or direct faculty
instruction and a minimum of 100 minutes of out of class work per week for a 15
week semester, or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time,
whether instruction is delivered face to face, or in a hybrid or distance mode and
regardless of the type of academic work leading to the award of credit hours, such
as lecture, seminar, internship, practica, studio, to name a few. Regardless of the
length of term, the standard of 750 minutes of contact minutes and 1500 minutes
of out-of-class work for each credit hour remains the same.

o 1500 minutes of direct faculty instruction for one semester hour of credit for a lab
course.

e Degree requirement - A set of requirements, which a student must fulfill before
he/she graduates.

e Department - A unit within a college representing a discipline. For example, the
Department of English is in the College of Humanities & Earth and Social Sciences
(CHESS).

* GPA (Grade Point Average) = The grade point average for an undergraduate student
is determined by adding all accumulated quality points together, and then dividing by
the total number of GPA hours the student has attempted, excluding those for which
the student received a grade of |, IP, W, WE, H, P, AU, or N. In computing the grade
point average, only those credits attempted at UNC Charlotte are included. See the
GPA Calculator.

e Major - The subject or area of study in which a student concentrates.

¢ Minor - The secondary field of study requiring fewer credits than the major.

IV. POLICY CONTACT(S)

e Authority: Faculty Council [Faculty Academic Policy and Standards Subcommittee]

* Responsible Office: Office of the Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

¢ Additional Contact(s): Office of the Registrar

V. HISTORY

¢ Revised: November 10, 2010

e Revised: January 14, 2016 [Changed language to accommodate new Academic
Standing policy]

e Revised: October 19, 2017 [Changed “last 25% of degree requirements” to “at least
25% of degree requirements”]

e Revised: November 29, 2018 [120 credit hour standard]


http://registrar.charlotte.edu/gpa-calculator
http://facultygovernance.charlotte.edu/fc
http://provost.charlotte.edu/
http://registrar.charlotte.edu/

¢ Revised: March 14, 2019 [GPA calculation clarification]

VI. RELATED POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND
RESOURCES

e Academic Calendar

e Academic Policy: Academic Standing

* University Policy 409: Religious Accommodation for Students

VIl. FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

* Which students are covered under this policy?
This policy applies to all undergraduate students at UNC Charlotte.

ADDRESS

PHONE


http://registrar.charlotte.edu/calendar
https://provost.charlotte.edu/policies/academic-standing
http://legal.charlotte.edu/policies/up-409
https://www.charlotte.edu/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/UZAEhxVcroawkSG27
tel:17046878622
https://www.facebook.com/UNCCharlotte
https://www.instagram.com/unccharlotte/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/unc-charlotte
https://x.com/UNCCharlotte
https://www.youtube.com/user/unccharlottevideo

